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Participate in discussion about the 

similarities and differences between two 

books on a similar topic or by the same 

author.

Example: Having read two stories by 

Michael Morpurgo, child can talk about 

how the characters in each book are 

affected by war.

Respond to a moral dilemma in a text, 

giving their own opinion of the topic 

discussed and justifying this with evidence 

from the text.

Example: In response to a story in which a 

character has to decide whether to break 

the rules in order to help a friend, child can 

explain what they would do using details 

from the text to justify their view.

Make increasingly sophisticated decisions 

about what material to select to support 

their argument in presentation or debate.

Example: Child can use evidence from 

different parts of a novel to present a 

convincing argument about a character's 

motivatons, and use evidence from the 

text to respond to questions.

Accurately track meaning of text during 

reading, seldom needing to pause to self-

correct. Beginning to use wider context of 

text to support their understanding of a 

sentence with unfamiliar words or syntax. 

Example: When reading a text that uses 

old-fashioned language, child can explain 

meaning of a passage with some accuracy 

even if they do not know the meaning of 

all the words.

Sometimes able to identify how own 

reaction to a character in fiction changes 

across the course of a book, and pinpoint 

some reasons for this. 

Example: When reading a book where the 

central character makes friends with 

someone who was previously a bully, child 

notices how the central character's 

attitude changes and can pick out some 

reasons why this has happened.

Explore words with similar meanings but 

different degrees of formality or 

complexity. 

Example: Child is often able to suggest an 

alternative word with a similar meaning to 

a common word, and can comment on the 

degree of formality or familiarity of the 

word chosen by the author.

Read for a wider range of purposes.

Example: Child can choose appropriate 

books, websites, leaflets and newspapers 

or magazines to read for pleasure and to 

find out more about a topic that interests 

them.

Summarise main ideas and concerns in a 

book, identifying key details that support 

main ideas.

Example: In a non-fiction book, child can 

summarise main ideas in the text and 

explain the author's point of view, with 

reference to the text.  

Read between the lines and explain 

different possible interpretations of an 

event in a fiction or non-fiction text.

Example: In a drama exercise in a non-

fiction context, child can take part in a 

discussion about a proposed new housing 

development, taking the point of view of a 

council member.

With minimal prompting, read between the 

lines to predict what might happen from 

details stated and implied.

Example: Before meeting the White Queen 

in The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, 

child can predict that she will be cruel, and 

can justify this prediction with stated and 

implied details, e.g. 'Mr Tumnus seems 

scared of her.'

Recommend books to peers, giving reasons 

for their choices and considering how the 

context of the story distinguishes it from 

other books on a similar theme or by the 

same author.

Example: Child can explain why someone 

would like the book even if they disliked 

comparable books on the same theme, e.g. 

'Even if you don't usually like reading sci-fi, 

this book has lots of interesting characters 

and dilemmas.'

Discuss and evaluate how writers use 

language, including analogy, considering 

the impact on the reader.

Example: When asked how a poet has 

helped the reader to picture a scene, child 

can identify examples of figurative 

language and analogy and explain how 

these affect the reader.

Regularly read a wide range of texts 

including longer fiction, and a wide range 

of non-fiction texts including online 

research, and can identify the most 

pertinent points.

Example: When researching life in the 

Second World War, child is able to select 

useful books and websites and makes links 

between them.

Participate in discussion about views 

expressed in two texts on a similar topic or 

by same author, taking into account 

differences in purpose and audience.

Example: When discussing a recent news 

story, child can explain the different views 

of the author of a relevant website and the 

author of a newspaper article.

Formulate own opinion of a topic in 

response to a book that sparks debate and 

justifies this with evidence from the text.

Example: In response to a book about 

renewable energy that outlines reasons for 

and against it, child can explain their own 

opinion about solar power using details 

from the text.

Discuss and evaluate how texts are 

structured and presented, and can 

comment on the impact on the reader.

Example: In a fiction text that includes 

flashbacks to an earlier time, the child can 

identify that the author has chosen this 

structure and comments that this helps to 

build up suspense. 

Draw links between different pieces of 

evidence and paraphrase them when asked 

to provide evidence for views on a text.

Example: When asked to find three pieces 

of evidence to show that a character is 

unlikeable, child can find three relevant 

pieces of evidence and make links between 

them.

With support, participate in discussion 

about different possible endings or events 

that might happen in a story and can justify 

each prediction using stated and implied 

evidence.

Example: When directed to a turning point 

in a story, child can suggest some 

alternative ways in which the story might 

unfold, using clues from the text to justify 

their predictions.

With support, evaluate how effectively the 

author has created a particular mood, and 

can discuss their own response to it. 

Example: In a chapter designed to build 

tension and make the reader afraid, child 

can, in response to questions, evaluate 

how successful the author has been and 

describe the effect the text has had on 

them.

Select appropriate evidence and ideas 

from more than one source and use it to 

deliver a well-reasoned and balanced 

presentation based on what they have 

read.

Example: Child can deliver a well-

researched and engaging presentation 

about whether animals should be kept in 

zoos, giving arguments for and against the 

topic.

With support, evaluate how author has 

used language for a particular effect, 

finding examples and explaining how they 

impact on the reader.

Example: In response to directed 

questions, child can find some examples of 

language for effect, e.g. contrasting 

sentence lengths, unusual vocabulary and 

imagery, and can explain how these 

contribute to the overall effect.

Regularly contribute to discussions about a 

wide range of books, including modern 

classic fiction and a range of non-fiction 

sources, and can make thematic links 

between texts.

Example: Child can respond to peers' 

preferences in reading and can draw on 

their own breadth of reading to 

recommend further books on similar 

themes.

Evaluate the author's choice of text 

structure in terms of the impact on the 

reader.

Example: Child can suggest why author 

might have chosen to tell an episode of 

history through biography rather than 

historical fiction.

Participate in discussion about similarities 

and differences between viewpoints of 

authors or characters in two or more texts.

Example: Child can compare and discuss 

the viewpoints of the main characters of 

stories set in Second World War, e.g. one 

from the viewpoint of an evacuee and a 

child in the Blitz.

Identify techniques author has used to 

evoke and manipulate reader's response to 

a text, both through language choices and 

through events the author chooses to 

portray. 

Example: In the poem The Highwayman, 

child can identify how the poet presents a 

law-breaker as a very sympathetic 

character and can find implied evidence to 

show this.

Use breadth of reading to discuss their 

opinions of authors and themes and, with 

support, can justify why they like these.

Example: In response to questions, child 

can explain that their favourite author is 

C.S. Lewis and gives reasons for this, 

drawing on common themes, characters 

and settings between books.

Discuss and compare  words with similar 

meanings or opposing meanings, and give a 

view about whether a particular word is a 

good choice or not. 

Example: Child can use different types of 

dictionaries and thesauruses to explore 

unfamiliar or technical language, and can 

sometimes discuss how appropriate or 

helpful specific words are in the context of 

a text.

Collate and summarise ideas in writing 

using quotations when asked to identify 

specific details from more than one text.

Example: When child is asked to explain 

how the lives of a runner and a swimmer 

are similar based on their diaries, they can 

find relevant points from more than one 

text and collate them. In fiction, when 

comparing two books by the same author, 

child can locate and quote appropriate 

information from both texts and combine 

them to make a convincing argument.

Evaluate techniques the author has used to 

evoke and manipulate reader's response to 

a text. 

Example: In a story where a character who 

is initially unpleasant to the main character 

later comes to his rescue, child can analyse 

how author chose to reveal certain facts 

about the character in order to change the 

reader's perception of that character.

Volunteer suggestions independently when 

discussiong different possible endings or 

events that might happen in a story, and 

can justify each prediction using stated and 

implied evidence.

Example: Child can participate in a group 

discussion about different ways in which a 

story might unfold, building on their own 

and others' ideas and using clues and 

evidence from the text to justify each idea.

Evaluate how effectively the author has 

attempted to alter the reader's opinion, 

and can discuss their own response to it. 

Example: In a chapter designed to make 

the reader sympathise with an otherwise 

unpleasant character, child can evaluate 

how successful the author has been and 

explain whether this has changed their 

opinion of the character.

Discuss and evaluate how authors use 

language, including irony and sarcasm, 

considering the impact on the reader.

Example: Child can identify irony in answer 

to directed questions, and can suggest 

reasons why the author may have decided 

to use irony. 

Regularly contribute to discussions about a 

wide range of books, including classic 

fiction and more in-depth non-fiction, and 

can make thematic links between texts.

Example: In a discussion about Black 

Beauty , child is able to comment that book 

has themes of cruelty and kindness and 

compares it with another book they have 

read with similar themes.

With support, evaluate how the choice of 

text structure supports the writer's theme 

and purpose.

Example: In answer to directed questions, 

child can compare a haiku and a longer 

rhyming poem, both about a cat, and 

suggest reasons why each poet may have 

chosen that form of poetry.

Accurately track meaning of text during 

reading, self-correcting as necessary 

without obvious pauses in the reading. 

Increasingly confident in using wider 

context of text to support their 

understanding of a sentence with 

unfamiliar words or syntax. 

Example: When reading a text that uses 

some unfamiliar and complex technical 

language, can explain meaning of a 

passage even if they do not know the 

meaning of all the words.

Recognise the purpose, audience and 

context of a piece of biased writing and, 

with direction, can use this knowledge to 

support their comprehension.

Example: In response to questions such as: 

'Is this a complete picture of what 

happened?' and 'Can you trust that 

everything this says is true?' child can 

explain that the text is an opinion and may 

not give the full picture.

Use breadth of reading to discuss their 

opinions of authors, themes and styles and, 

with support, can justify why they like 

these.

Example: In response to questions, child 

can explain why they like some styles of 

fantasy but not others, e.g. 'I prefer 

fantasy books that mix real life with 

magical elements to those that are set in a 

completely different world, because I like 

to imagine myself as the characters, but I 

find it hard to relate to them if the world is 

completely imaginary.'

Select and use appropriate evidence and 

ideas from research and/or close reading 

of a text and, with support, can anticipate 

some counter-arguments from the 

opposing side.

Example: When planning their arguments 

for a debate about renewable energy, child 

can, with guidance, anticipate what the 

opposing side may say against wind farms, 

and can research a counter-argument.

Recognise layers of meaning in a text and 

track details throughout the text, 

explaining how they contribute to overall 

meaning.

Example: Having read a book, e.g. a 

detective story, child can find the subtle 

clues that have been woven throughout 

the story and use them as evidence to 

explain how author deliberately tricks 

reader into making one interpretation 

which turns out to be false as text unfolds.

Speculate about different possible endings 

or events that might happen in a story and 

can justify each prediction using stated and 

implied evidence.

Example: When part-way through a novel, 

child can suggest different ways in which 

the story might unfold, giving reasons and 

using clues and evidence from the text to 

justify each prediction.

Evaluate how effectively the author has 

used humour, and can discuss their own 

response to it. 

Example: In a book with some humorous 

elements, child can analyse how successful 

the author has been in achieving humour 

and explain what effect the humour has 

had on their opinions of characters or 

events.

Select and use appropriate evidence and 

ideas from research and/or close reading 

of a text to sustain a well-reasoned point 

of view in a debate. 

Example: Child can defend their point of 

view in a sustained argument, using 

evidence from the text to support the 

argument and courteously countering 

opposing opinions.

Observe and evaluate how author has used 

language for a particular effect, finding 

examples and explaining how they impact 

on the reader.

Example: Child independently observes 

examples of contrasting sentence lengths, 

irony, imagery and unusual vocabulary and 

can explain how these contribute to the 

overall effect.

Read a wide range of high-quality fiction 

and non-fiction, including in particular 

whole books, short stories, poems and 

plays with a wide coverage of genres, 

historical periods, forms and authors.

Example: Child selects a wide range of 

challenging books to read, e.g. books by 

Eoin Colfer or Philippa Pearce, and can talk 

about them, making links between similar 

texts.

Begin to make critical comparisons across 

texts and can give a written response to a 

question, explaining their answer.

Example: Child can combine details from 

each text and explain their answer, e.g. 

explaining why some animals are 

endangered with reference to the texts.

Use breadth of reading to discuss their 

opinions of authors, themes and styles and 

can justify why they like these.

Example: Child can explain why they like 

some styles of historical novels but not 

others, e.g. 'I prefer books that are fully set 

in the past, such as those by Rosemary 

Sutcliffe, to those that involve time-

travellers, because stories set fully in the 

past help me to imagine better what life 

was like at the time, and I find it more 

believable.'

Discusse a range of structural features and 

evaluates how these contribute to the 

effects achieved.

Example: Child can hypothesise about why 

an author may have chosen to use unusual 

text features, e.g. the use of maps, letters 

or songs within a story, evaluating the 

effects of these features.
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