
 Knowledge Organiser 

Properties of materials: Year 5 

Materials The substance that something is made out of, e.g. wood, 

plastic, metal. 

Conductor A conductor is a material that heat or electricity can easily 

travel through. Most metals are both thermal conductors 

(they conduct heat) and electrical conductors (they conduct 

electricity).  

 

Insulator An insulator is a material that does not let heat or electric-

ity travel through them. Wood and plastic are both thermal 

and electrical insulators.  

Electrical An object that allows the flow of electrical power to pass 

through it. 

Thermal A condition that  allows heat to pass through the protective 

barrier. 

Temperature How hot or cold it is. Measured in degrees Celsius or degrees 

Fahrenheit. 


